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PUBLISHER OF “THE BEAT” SENTENCED
FOR SELLING EXPLICIT MATERIAL HARMFUL TO MINORS

FROM VENDING MACHINES

Jerome Henry Evenson long time publisher of “The Beat,” who had been found guilty by a jury on May 16, 2000
of selling material harmful to minors from a vending machine, was sentenced today by Superior Court Judge
Frank Galati.  Convicted of 13 felony counts, Evenson was placed on three years probation, and ordered to pay
a fine of $166,400.00.

For a number of years prior to 1997, the County Attorney’s Office and police agencies have been receiving
complaints from parents concerned about the sale of sexually explicit material from vending machines which
could easily be accessed by minors.  Prior to 1997, the law did not prohibit the sale of such material from vending
machines.  This fact is supported by Evenson’s claim to have published his newspaper for 35 years without
prosecution.  However, in 1997 in response to concern by citizens and law enforcement, the legislature enacted
a statute which provided that those displaying, selling, offering to sell, from vending machines, material that is
harmful to minors must ensure that the material is not available for purchase by minors.  The 1997 law gave
sellers and publishers of sexually explicit material that could be harmful to minors the choice of removing the
material from the vending machines or creating a process that would limit the access to these vending machines
by minors.  At that time, there were only three publications selling the objectionable material from vending
machines. 

“Parents do the best job they can to keep such material out of the hands of their children,” said County Attorney
Rick Romley.  “Unfortunately, these publications were just too easy to obtain.  For a couple of coins, any child
on their way home from school could access these vending machines.  Parents asked for help and the legislature
responded with a 1997 law.  I then sent notices to the three publishers who were selling this material from
vending machines, requesting that access to these publications from children be restricted.  Two of the publishers
complied with my request.  However, Mr. Evenson refused.  This past May a jury sent him the message that his
refusal was illegal.  He now has learned that if he wishes to continue publishing his paper containing material
harmful to minors, he must do so in accordance with the law.” 
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